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1. SYNOPSIS

This is a story of a people dispossessed, deep historic 
ZRXQGV�DQG�VWLOO�XQUHVROYHG�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�,QGLJHQRXV�
people, governments in Canada and industry. It’s a 
story of the struggles of two First Nations in the Carrier 
WHUULWRU\�RI�QRUWK�FHQWUDO�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��RQ�&DQDGD¶V�
northwest coast–a struggle for land and sovereignty, for 
healing and revitalization.

The Ts’il Kaz Koh First Nation (Burns Lake Band) has 
EHHQ�LQ�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�WKH�9LOODJH�RI�%XUQV�/DNH�RYHU�
appropriated lands for almost a hundred years. The 
FRQÀLFW�FXOPLQDWHG�LQ�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\�VKXWWLQJ�RII�ZDWHU�
and sewerage services to their Reserve in the year 2000 
and the Band taking the Village to the Supreme Court of 
BC. The Cheslatta Carrier Nation were evicted from their 
KRPHODQG�LQ������E\�$OFDQ¶V�K\GURHOHFWULF�SURMHFW��DQG�DUH�
VWLOO�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�KHDGV�DERYH�ZDWHU�

This is 21st century Canada, and this is a story with a 
question mark. After almost a century of apartheid in this 
UHJLRQ��WKH�¿OP�DVNV��,V�WKHUH�D�ZD\�IRUZDUG"
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2. ABOUT THE DISCUSSION GUIDE

This guide is a tool for use in classrooms and in community 
workshops to help viewers engage in constructive dialogue 
DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�LVVXHV�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�¿OP�

8VHUV�VKRXOG�EH�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�¿OP�LV�QRW�HDV\�WR�ZDWFK��,Q�
recounting the history of colonization through Native and 
non-Native voices and experiences, it may arouse a range of 
emotions, from anger to sadness, pain, shame and guilt.

Depending on the community or context in which you are 
watching this, we recommend that there is a counsellor 
DYDLODEOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�WUDLQHG�IDFLOLWDWRUV�WR�FUHDWH�D�VDIH�
space for and help to work through these emotions, 
towards greater understanding of the ongoing legacies of 
colonization.

7KLV�*XLGH�ZDV�VKDSHG�E\�IRXU�\HDUV�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�
ZLWK�WKH�7V¶LO�.D]�.RK�DQG�&KHVODWWD�)LUVW�1DWLRQV��ZLWK�
WKH�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�9LOODJH�RI�%XUQV�/DNH��DQG�ZLWK�WKH�(OGHU��
*HUU\�2OHPDQ��RI�WKH�6W¶iW¶LPF�1DWLRQ��,W�DOVR�EHQH¿WHG�
IURP�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�ERWK�1DWLYH�DQG�QRQ�1DWLYH�
SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�GLDORJXHV�IROORZLQJ�WZR�FRPPXQLW\�
VFUHHQLQJV�LQ�%XUQV�/DNH�LQ�-XQH�������

:H�WKDQN�\RX�DOO��0XVVL�
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3. LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This guide was developed for a range of audiences who 
are interested in cross-cultural work involving Native 
and non-Native peoples, including: High school students, 
college and university students, government employees, 
corporate sector leaders, and representatives of civil 
society organizations.

It is designed to help groups use )LQGLQJ�2XU�:D\ as a 
WRRO�IRU�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�DFWLRQ�SODQQLQJ�
DFWLYLWLHV��6SHFL¿FDOO\��LW�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�

��� 8QGHUVWDQG�VRPH�EDVLF�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�
Indigenous and Western European worldviews, 
and empathize with the response of First Nations to 
Canada’s colonialism;

��� 'HYHORS�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�RQJRLQJ�LPSDFW�
of Canadian colonialism on Native people’s rights and 
culture - with a particular focus on the struggles and 
VXFFHVVHV�RI�WZR�VXE�WULEHV�RI�WKH�&DUULHU�1DWLRQ�

��� 6WUHQJWKHQ�FULWLFDO�DQG�FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ�VNLOOV�IRU�
identifying local pathways of truth and reconciliation 
EHWZHHQ�1DWLYH�DQG�QRQ�1DWLYH�SHRSOHV�
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4. PRE-SCREENING INFORMATION AND 
QUESTIONS

This section is divided into several parts. First, a general 
description of Western European and Indigenous 
ZRUOGYLHZV�LV�SUHVHQWHG��6HFRQG��D�EULHI�RYHUYLHZ�RI�VRPH�
key concepts and laws relating to settler and Indigenous 
relations in Canada is provided. Third, the history and 
ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRULHV�WROG�LQ�WKLV�¿OP�DQG�WKH�NH\�JURXSV�
involved are discussed. Discussion questions follow each 
section. For well-rounded discussions, it is a good idea to 
retrieve and review in more detail the material noted in 
each discussion.

4.1. Comparing Indigenous and Western 
European Worldviews

A worldview is like a lens through which we see our world 
and make sense of how it is structured, how it functions 
and what our role in the world is. There are two general 
ZRUOGYLHZV�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�¿OP��,QGLJHQRXV�DQG�
Western European worldviews. In exploring some of 
WKH�JHQHUDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�ERWK�ZRUOGYLHZV��WKH�FRQÀLFWV��
FR�H[LVWHQFH�DQG�FROODERUDWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�
GH¿QH�ERWK�JURXSV�FDQ�EH�PRUH�GHHSO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
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7KH�IROORZLQJ�OLVW�RI�JHQHUDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�:HVWHUQ�
European and Indigenous worldviews was adapted from 
the work of Knudtson and Suzuki (1992) and Kawagley 
and Barnhardt (2005).

General Elements of Indigenous Worldview

��� 6SLULWXDOLW\�LV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�DOO�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�FRVPRV�

���� +XPDQV�KDYH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�
harmonious relationship with the natural world;

���� 5HVRXUFHV�DUH�YLHZHG�DV�JLIWV�IURP�WKH�HDUWK�WR�EH�FDUHG�
for with a view to future generations;

���� 1DWXUH�LV�KRQRXUHG�URXWLQHO\�WKURXJK�GDLO\�VSLULWXDO�
practices;

���� :LVGRP�DQG�HWKLFV�DUH�GHULYHG�IURP�GLUHFW�H[SHULHQFH�
with the natural world;

���� 7KH�XQLYHUVH�LV�YLHZHG�DV�D�KROLVWLF��LQWHJUDWLYH�V\VWHP�
with a unifying life force;

���� 7LPH�LV�FLUFXODU�ZLWK�QDWXUDO�F\FOHV�WKDW�VXVWDLQ�DOO�OLIH�

���� 1DWXUH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�SRVVHVV�XQIDWKRPDEOH�P\VWHULHV�

���� +XPDQ�WKRXJKW��IHHOLQJV�DQG�ZRUGV�DUH�LQH[WULFDEO\�
ERXQG�WR�DOO�RWKHU�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�

���� 7KH�UROH�RI�KXPDQV�LV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�RUGHUO\�
designs of nature;
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��� 5HVSHFW�IRU�(OGHUV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�
reconciliation of outer and inner-directed knowledge;

��� 6HQVH�RI�HPSDWK\�DQG�NLQVKLS�ZLWK�SODQW�DQG�DQLPDO�
life;

��� 9LHZ�SURSHU�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�QDWXUH�DV�D�
continuous, two-way transactional dialogue;

��� &RPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI�PHWDSKRU�DQG�VWRU\�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�
WR�OLIH��ODQG��YDOXHV�DQG�SURSHU�EHKDYLRXU�

��� 2UDO�UHFRUGV�KROG�WRJHWKHU�FRPSOH[�DQFLHQW�NQRZOHGJH�
systems;

��� 7UXVW�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�KRZ�ZLVGRP�LV�SDVVHG�RQ�DQG�
received across generations.

General Elements of Western European 
Worldview

��� 6SLULWXDOLW\�LV�FHQWUHG�LQ�D�VLQJOH�6XSUHPH�%HLQJ�

��� +XPDQV�H[HUFLVH�GRPLQLRQ�RYHU�QDWXUH�WR�XVH�LW�IRU�
personal and economic gain;

��� 1DWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�XQLODWHUDO�KXPDQ�
exploitation;

��� 6SLULWXDO�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�LQWHUPLWWHQW�DQG�VHW�DSDUW�IURP�
daily life;

��� 7KH�8QLYHUVH�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�DQ�DUUD\�RI�SK\VLFDO�REMHFWV�
that are often studied in isolated ways;
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��� 7KH�XQLYHUVH�LV�FRPSDUWPHQWDOL]HG�LQ�GXDOLVWLF�IRUPV�
and reduced to progressively smaller conceptual parts;

��� 7LPH�LV�D�OLQHDU�FKURQRORJ\�RI�³KXPDQ�SURJUHVV´�

��� 1DWXUH�LV�GHFLSKHUDEOH�WR�WKH�UDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�PLQG�

��� +XPDQ�WKRXJKW��IHHOLQJ�DQG�ZRUGV�DUH�IRUPHG�DSDUW�
from the surrounding world;

��� 7KH�UROH�RI�KXPDQV�LV�WR�GLVVHFW��DQDO\]H�DQG�
manipulate nature for own ends;

��� 5HVSHFW�IRU�RWKHUV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�PDWHULDO�DFKLHYHPHQW�
and chronological old age;

��� 6HQVH�RI�VHSDUDWHQHVV�IURP�DQG�VXSHULRULW\�RYHU�RWKHU�
forms of life;

��� 9LHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�KXPDQV�WR�QDWXUH�DV�RQH�ZD\�

��� 4XDQWLWDWLYH�DQG�TXDOLWDWLYH�ZULWWHQ�UHFRUGV�KROG�
together complex ancient knowledge systems;

��� 6NHSWLFLVP�LV�DQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�YDOXH�RI�LQTXLU\�DQG�
wisdom is often achieved through personal efforts and 
not through intergenerational knowledge exchange.

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

1. Do you agree with the description of these two different 
ZRUOGYLHZV"�:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"
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����)URP�\RXU�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZKDW�DUH�WKH�WRS�WKUHH�PDMRU�
GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�,QGLJHQRXV�DQG�:HVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�
ZRUOGYLHZV"

����'R�\RX�VHH�DQ\�RYHUODS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�ZRUOGYLHZV"

4.  Have you ever seen Indigenous and Western European 
worldviews used together to address a community-
EDVHG�SUREOHP"�+RZ�GLG�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUOGYLHZV�
FRPH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�IRU�ZKDW�SXUSRVH"�:KDW�ZHUH�
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�RI�FRPELQLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�
ZRUOGYLHZV�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW"

4.2. Settler and Indigenous Relations in 
Canada and B.C.: Law and Concepts

This section provides a discussion of key legal 
developments and related concepts that have shaped the 
UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�LQ�
Canada over the past several hundred years. 

Empty Land

One of the central organizing concepts in early colonial 
planning was terra nullius, which translates roughly into 
³HPSW\�ODQG�´�7KH�WHUP�UHIHUV�WR�D���th century legal concept 
that European colonial powers routinely used to assume 
FRQWURO�RI�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�VHWWOHPHQWV�RQ�,QGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH¶V�
lands.
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7KH�FXUUHQW�GD\�SURYLQFH�RI�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�ZDV�IRXQGHG�
RQ�WKH�P\WK�RI�HPSW\�ODQG��-DPHV�'RXJODV��¿UVW�JRYHUQRU�RI�
WKH�FRORQ\�RI�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��RQFH�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�
DV�³ZLOG�DQG�XQRFFXSLHG´�ZKHQ�SURFODLPLQJ�DW�)RUW�/DQJOH\�
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�LQ������
�0LOOHU���������+RZHYHU��WKH�PRVW�GHSORUDEOH�XVH�RI�WKH�
FRQFHSW�LQ�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD¶V�KLVWRU\�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�
Joseph Trutch, who was Lieutenant-Governor at the time 
ZKHQ�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�MRLQHG�WKH�IHGHUDWLRQ�RI�&DQDGD�LQ�
������+H�VDLG�

7KH�,QGLDQV�KDYH�UHDOO\�QR�ULJKWV�WR�WKH�ODQGV�WKH\�
FODLP��QRU�DUH�WKH\�RI�DQ\�DFWXDO�YDOXH�RU�XWLOLW\�WR�
WKHP��DQG�,�FDQQRW�VHH�ZK\�WKH\�VKRXOG�UHWDLQ�WKHVH�
ODQGV�WR�WKH�SUHMXGLFH�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�
&RORQ\��RU�EH�DOORZHG�WR�PDNH�D�PDUNHW�RI�WKHP�HLWKHU�
WR�*RYHUQPHQW�RU�WR�LQGLYLGXDOV�

According to Miller (2003), it was Trutch’s version of  
terra nullius that insured that B.C. policy at the time of the 
province’s entry into Confederation was not in conformity 
ZLWK�WKH�5R\DO�3URFODPDWLRQ�RI������

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

1.  Why do you think James Douglas and Joseph Trutch 
ERXJKW�LQWR�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�ODQG�WKDW�LV�QRZ�%�&��DV�DQ�
HPSW\�ODQG"

2.  If you were a senior civil servant working for the British 
Crown at the same time as James Trutch, how you 
ZRXOG�KDYH�UHVSRQGHG�WR�KLV�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�1DWLYH�
SHRSOHV"�
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3.  Do you think this concept is still active in government 
and industry planning for resource extraction in 
&DQDGD�DQG�LQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG"�$UH�\RX�DZDUH�
of any other instances when the concept of terra nullius 
was or is used to appropriate lands of Indigenous 
SHRSOHV"

Royal Proclamation of 1763

7KH�5R\DO�3URFODPDWLRQ�RI������ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�RUJDQL]H�
the governance of Britain’s newly stolen territories on the 
PDLQODQG�RI�1RUWK�$PHULFD��7KH�3URFODPDWLRQ�GH¿QHV�WKH�
&URZQ¶V�VSHFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOHV�E\�
VHWWLQJ�RXW�WKH�EDVLV�LQ�ODZ�IRU�$ERULJLQDO�ODQG�RZQHUVKLS�

,W�KDV�OHJDO�LPSRUWDQFH�WR�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�
DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ODZV�WKDW�UHFRJQL]HG�

���� $ERULJLQDO�SHRSOHV�OLYHG�RQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�ODQGV��

��� ,QWHUHVW�LQ�WKRVH�ODQGV�EHORQJHG�WR�JURXSV�DQG�QDWLRQV��
not individuals; 

��� 2QO\�WKH�&URZQ�FRXOG�EX\�RU�DFFHSW�$ERULJLQDO�ODQGV��

��� 7KH�&URZQ�JHQHUDOO\�UHTXLUHG�DQ�DJUHHPHQW��ORRVHO\�
GH¿QHG��WR�REWDLQ�ODQGV�IURP�$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOHV��

��� $ERULJLQDO�SHRSOHV�ZHUH�XQGHU�WKH�&URZQ¶V�SURWHFWLRQ�

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

��� :K\�LV�OHJDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�$ERULJLQDO�ULJKWV�WR�ODQG�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�SHRSOH"



 DISCUSSION GUIDE: FINDING OUR WAY 11

2. In what way is the Proclamation restrictive to the rights 
RI�)LUVW�1DWLRQV"

Indian Act

)RU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�
DQ�,QGLDQ�$FW��$V�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�ZH�OLYHG�IUHH�IURP�LWV�
FRQVWUDLQWV��:H�REVHUYHG�ODZV�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHG�XV�WR�
EH�ZLVH��KXPEOH��UHVSHFWIXO��WUXWKIXO��EUDYH��ORYLQJ��DQG�
KRQHVW�LQ�RXU�GHDOLQJV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��2WKHU�SHRSOH�GLG�QRW�
GH¿QH�RXU�FLWL]HQVKLS��:H�KHOG�RXU�ODQG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�
ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�WUDGLWLRQV��&KLOGUHQ�DQG�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�
OLYHG�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�DQG�JUHDWJUDQGSDUHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�UHPRYHG�WKURXJK�RWKHU¶V�
UXOHV��,I�SHRSOH�IURP�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�ZDQWHG�WR�VKDUH�
ZLWK�XV�ZH�ZRUNHG�VRPHWKLQJ�RXW�WKURXJK�PXWXDO�
FXVWRPV�RU�DJUHHPHQW«�

:KHQ�LW�FDPH�WLPH�WR�FKRRVH�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�ZH�GLG�
VR�RQ�RXU�WHUPV��:H�FRQWUROOHG�RXU�RZQ�ODZV��0RVW�
RWKHU�DUHDV�RI�RXU�OLYHV�ZHUH�PRUH�¿UPO\�ZLWKLQ�RXU�
FRQWURO��&RQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�DVSLUDWLRQV�DQG�
LGHDV�ZH�H[HUFLVHG�SRZHU�RYHU�FRPPHUFH��SXQLVKPHQW��
HQIRUFHPHQW��GLVSXWH�UHVROXWLRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�
QXPHURXV�RWKHU�PDWWHUV��7KH�SDVW�VL[�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�
P\�IDPLO\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�VR�IRUWXQDWH��7KH\�KDYH�OLYHG�
XQGHU�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW��(Burrows, 2008)�

3ULRU�WR�(XURSHDQ�VHWWOHPHQW��$ERULJLQDO�3HRSOHV�ZHUH�
OLYLQJ�LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�GLVWLQFW�DQG�VHOIVXI¿FLHQW�
QDWLRQV��7KH�VXEVHTXHQW�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW��
the creation of reserves and the adoption of assimilation 
policies undermined these traditional governments and 
led to growing social dislocation, poverty and dependence.
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The Indian Act is a Canadian statute that was enacted in 
������,W�SURYLGHV�&DQDGD¶V�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�DXWKRULW\�
WR�OHJLVODWH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�³,QGLDQ�DQG�/DQGV�5HVHUYHG�IRU�
,QGLDQV�´�7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�RYHU����PDMRU�FKDQJHV�PDGH�
to the original Act. The original Act sets out two central 
GLFWDWHV�DIIHFWLQJ�DOO�$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOHV�LQ�&DQDGD�
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���� 7KH�$FW�GH¿QHV�ZKR�LV�DQG�ZKR�LV�QRW�UHFRJQL]HG�
DV�DQ�³,QGLDQ�´�7KH�$FW�GH¿QHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�W\SHV�
of Indian people who were denied recognition as 
³UHJLVWHUHG´�RU�³VWDWXV´�,QGLDQV��DQG�ZKR�ZHUH�
WKHUHIRUH�GHQLHG�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�%DQGV�

2. The Act sets out rules for governing Indian 
UHVHUYHV��GH¿QHV�KRZ�%DQGV�FDQ�EH�FUHDWHG�DQG�
VSHOOV�RXW�WKH�SRZHUV�RI�³%DQG�&RXQFLOV�´�ZKLFK�
DUH�WKH�IHGHUDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�JRYHUQDQFH�ERGLHV�IRU�
Indian Bands. (Department of Justice of Canada)

7KH�,QGLDQ�$FW�JHQHUDOO\�DQJHUV�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�EHFDXVH�
it imposes colonial style governance upon First Nations, 
SURKLELWLQJ�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�,QGLJHQRXV�JRYHUQDQFH�LQ�
First Nations communities.

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

1.  Many Native and non-Native people want to see the 
,QGLDQ�$FW�DEROLVKHG��:KDW�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�
DEROLVKLQJ�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�KHDUG"�'R�\RX�
DJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW"�:K\�RU�ZK\�
QRW"

2.  The Indian Act is often referred to as a tool of state 
oppression. What are examples of how Indigenous 
peoples in Canada and elsewhere have and continue to 
creatively resist the imposition of colonial systems of 
FRQWURO�VXFK�DV�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW"
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Racism and white privilege

Underpinning the law and policy making of the British 
&URZQ��DQG�ODWHU�&DQDGD��ZDV�WKH�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�UDFLDO�
superiority of European ways of organizing human life 
and understanding the world. This racism continues to 
characterize Native and non-Native relations in Canada 
and connects to practices that privilege people who are of 
white European descent. 

,Q�:HOOPDQ¶V�3RUWUDLWV�RI�:KLWH�5DFLVP���������KH�GH¿QHV�
UDFLVP�DV�FXOWXUDOO\�VDQFWLRQHG�EHOLHIV�WKDW�GHIHQG�WKH�
DGYDQWDJHV�ZKLWH�IRONV�KDYH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VXERUGLQDWHG�
social and economic position of racial minorities. As a 
EHOLHI��UDFLVP�RIWHQ�LQIRUPV�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
practices and therefore presupposes the everyday routines 
RI�KXPDQ�OLIH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�YHUEDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�DFWLRQV�
(interpersonal and systemic) that discriminate against 
particular other racialized groups. 

McIntosh (1988), a U.S. feminist scholar, helps us 
understand how white privilege and racism are connected. 
6KH�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�VKH�WDFNOHV�WKH�SUREOHP�LQ�KHU�RZQ�OLIH�
E\�

:RUN>LQJ@�RQ�P\VHOI�DW�OHDVW�E\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�VRPH�RI�
WKH�GDLO\�HIIHFWV�RI�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH�LQ�P\�OLIH«�,�KDG�
EHHQ�WDXJKW�DERXW�UDFLVP�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKLFK�SXWV�
RWKHUV�DW�D�GLVDGYDQWDJH��EXW�KDG�EHHQ�WDXJKW�QRW�
WR�VHH�RQH�RI�LWV�FRUROODU\�DVSHFWV��ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH����
,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�VHH�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH�DV�DQ�LQYLVLEOH�
SDFNDJH�RI�XQHDUQHG�DVVHWV�ZKLFK�,�FDQ�FRXQW�RQ�
FDVKLQJ�LQ�HDFK�GD\��EXW�DERXW�ZKLFK�,�ZDV�µPHDQW¶�WR�
UHPDLQ�REOLYLRXV�
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,Q�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�PDNH�FOHDU�ZKDW�VKH�PHDQV�E\�WKH�HIIHFWV�
of white privilege, McIntosh develops a list of over 
���EHQH¿WV�WKDW�VKH�LV�DEOH�WR�FODLP�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV�
SULPDULO\�EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�ZKLWH�VNLQ��$�UHIHUHQFH�WR�KHU�
DUWLFOH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�UHVRXUFH�VHFWLRQ��

Before discussing the following questions, it is a good 
idea to print and read McIntosh’s list as a group�

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

����'R�\RX�WKLQN�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH�H[LVWV"�:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"

2.  Have you ever experienced or witnessed a moment of 
ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH"�,I�VR��KRZ�GLG�LW�PDNH�\RX�IHHO"

3.  In your opinion, do you think that it is important to 
WDON�DERXW�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH�DV�SDUW�RI�ORFDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�
DERXW�UDFLVP"�:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"

4.  Have you ever witnessed someone express a racist 
FRPPHQW"�+RZ�GLG�LW�PDNH�\RX�IHHO"�:KDW�GLG�\RX�GR"

����+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KHOG�D�UDFLVW�EHOLHI"�,I�VR��KRZ�GLG�\RX�
OHDUQ�VXFK�D�EHOLHI"
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Aboriginal peoples and Aboriginal rights

,Q�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�$FW��������WKH�WHUP�µ$ERULJLQDO¶�LV�XVHG�
WR�FROOHFWLYHO\�GHVFULEH�WKUHH�GLVWLQFW�JURXSV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
‘Inuit’, the ‘Métis’ and ‘First Nations’. Section 35 of the 
&RQVWLWXWLRQ�$FW��������UHFRJQL]HV�DQG�DI¿UPV�$ERULJLQDO�
ULJKWV��ZKLFK�LV�D�JHQHULF�WHUP�UHIHUULQJ�WR�VHYHUDO�VSHFL¿F�
rights, including the right to customary law, the right to an 
ancestral territory, the right of cultural integrity, and the 
ULJKW�RI�VHOIJRYHUQPHQW��$ERULJLQDO�ULJKWV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�
LQ�WKH�%�&��FRQWH[W�EHFDXVH�QHDUO\�DOO�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�LQ�%�&��
did not cede their land through treaties, and therefore, 
WKHUH�LV�XQFHUWDLQW\�DERXW�KRZ�$ERULJLQDO�ULJKWV�DSSO\�LQ�
B.C. The ongoing B.C. Treaty process aims to address this 
uncertainty. For more information on this topic, see the 
ZHEVLWHV�RI�WKH�8QLRQ�RI�%�&��,QGLDQ�&KLHIV�DQG�WKH�%�&��
Treaty Commission.

4.3. History and Geography Related to 
‘Finding Our Way’

Historical overview

Before the arrival of European fur traders in the early 19th 
FHQWXU\�WKHUH�ZHUH�EHWZHHQ���������DQG���������1DWLYH�
SHRSOHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�ZKDW�LV�QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�

By the end of the 19th century, that population had  
EHHQ�UHGXFHG�E\������SULPDULO\�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI�FRQWDJLRXV�GLVHDVHV�EXW�DOVR�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�
other more intentional aspects of colonization, such as 
the Reserve System of Indian Lands and the Residential 
Schools.
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The Carrier Nation is part of the Dene or Athapaskan 
cultural and language group whose territories ranged
from the Rocky Mountains to the Coastal Range. The
Carrier (Dakelh) people, who lived as hunters, trappers 
DQG�¿VKHUV��ZLWK�VHWWOHPHQWV�ORFDWHG�DORQJ�WKH�ODNHV�
DQG�WULEXWDULHV�RI�WKH�XSSHU�6NHHQD�DQG�)UDVHU�ULYHUV��
were geographically divided into northern, central and 
southern Carrier.
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$PRQJ�WKHLU�PDQ\�VXE�WULEHV��WKH�7V¶LO�.D]�.RK�SHRSOH�
were central Carrier, the Cheslatta southern Carrier. 
$UFKDHRORJLFDO�ZRUN�KDV�FRQ¿UPHG�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUHD�
EHWZHHQ�%XUQV�/DNH�DQG�7ZHHGVPXLU�3DUN�JRLQJ�EDFN�DW�
OHDVW������\HDUV��7KH�&DUULHU�KDG�H[WHQVLYH�WUDGH�URXWHV�
and trading connections with coastal First Nations such as 
the Bella Coola, the Haisla, and the Gitksan. Families and 
communities wintered in their villages and then dispersed 
widely to take advantage of seasonal foods. 

0LVVLRQDULHV�¿UVW�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�&DUULHU�LQ������EXW�
contact was infrequent until 1869 when Fathers Morice 
DQG�/HMDF�FDPH�WR�&DUULHU�WHUULWRU\�DQG�EHJDQ�UHFRUGLQJ�
the language, history and culture, as well as trying to  
³VDYH�VRXOV�´

,Q������WKH�ODQG�QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD�
EHFDPH�D�&URZQ�FRORQ\�DQG�VKRUWO\�WKHUHDIWHU�D�ODQG�
SROLF\�ZDV�IRUPXODWHG�WKDW�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
Reserve System. This forced First Nations onto tiny 
SDWFKHV�RI�PDUJLQDOL]HG�ODQG��,Q������%�&��EHFDPH�SDUW�
RI�WKH�'RPLQLRQ�RI�&DQDGD��DQG�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�EHFDPH�
D�'RPLQLRQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZKLOH�ODQG�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�
remained under provincial control. With the passing of 
WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW�LQ�������)LUVW�1DWLRQV�ZHUH�GHSULYHG�RI�
WKHLU�VRYHUHLJQW\�DQG�EHFDPH�ZDUGV�RI�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�PRVW�
aspects of their daily lives increasingly came under the 
control of the Indian agents appointed in Ottawa and sent 
to the regions.
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%\�������ZKLWH�IRONV�RXWQXPEHUHG�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�LQ�%�&��
EXW�EH\RQG�WKH�/RZHU�0DLQODQG�WKH�SURYLQFH�ZDV�VWLOO�
very sparsely settled. In the Carrier region there were 
no more than 50 settlers at the turn of the 20th century. 
That changed immediately after the completion of the 
transcontinental railway in 1913.

The Ts’il Kaz Koh people were forced onto Reserves in 1915 
WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�VHWWOHUV�DQG�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
of the town site of Burns Lake. In 1916 the Indian Land 
&RPPLVVLRQ�HVWDEOLVKHG����UHVHUYHV�RQ�DQG�DURXQG�&KHVODWWD�
Lake for the Cheslatta people, so that the now-growing 
white population could stake their claims to plots of land on 
the south side of Francois Lake. By the 1920s, priests and 
Indian agents were taking school-age children from their 
Ts’il Kaz Koh and Cheslatta families and installing them in 
WKH�QHZO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�/HMDF�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRRO��7KLV�FDXVHG�
huge emotional as well as physical disruption to the Carrier 
FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�&KDSWHU�2QH�RI�WKH�¿OP��)RXU�
generations of Carrier families endured the hardships and 
WUDXPDV�RI�/HMDF�XQWLO�LW�FORVHG�LQ������

Geographical orientation

The following activity will help you orient yourself to where 
)LQGLQJ�2XU�:D\ was made, as well as provide you with 
other insights into the territories of First Nations in B.C. and 
the cities that are located on these territories.
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7KH�IROORZLQJ�VXJJHVWLRQV�ZLOO�EULQJ�JURXSV�RI�YLHZHUV�
into a common understanding of where the stories in 
)LQGLQJ�2XU�:D\�DUH�EDVHG�

1. Print off copies of the maps on the following sites:
a. Map of First Nations territories and 

 language groups: 
 KWWS���ZZZ�EFHG�JRY�EF�FD�DEHG�PDS�KWP

�E��0DS�RI�%XONHO\�1HFKDNR�5HJLRQDO�'LVWULFW��
KWWS���ZZZ�EFVWDWV�JRY�EF�FD�GDWD�SRS�PD�SV�
RDMaps2006/RD51.pdf

2.  In small groups, study the maps and engage the 
following questions:

a.  On whose territory is the City of Vancouver 
ORFDWHG"�:KRVH�WHUULWRU\�LV�WKH�&LW\�RI�3ULQFH�
*HRUJH�ORFDWHG"

E�� &DQ�\RX�ORFDWH�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�ERXQGDULHV�RI�WKH�
'DNHOK��&DUULHU��)LUVW�1DWLRQ"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�QDPHV�
of the other First Nations surrounding Dakelh 
WHUULWRU\"

c.  Where are the Ts’il Kaz Koh First Nation (Burns 
Lake Band) and the Cheslatta Carrier First Nation 
ORFDWHG"

G���:KDW�VWULNHV�\RX�DERXW�WKHVH�WZR�PDSV"�:KDW�
FDQ�WKHVH�PDSV�WHOO�XV�DERXW�WKH�ODQGV�RI�1DWLYH�
SHRSOHV�LQ�%�&�"



 DISCUSSION GUIDE: FINDING OUR WAY 21

5. POST SCREENING INFORMATION AND 
QUESTIONS

This section provides an overview of the dialogue circle 
PHWKRG��ZKLFK�LV�DQ�LQFOXVLYH�ZD\�WR�HQJDJH�¿OP�YLHZHUV�
LQ�PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�UHVSHFWIXO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
content of )LQGLQJ�2XU�:D\. There are three other parts 
in this section, each of which provides a short summary of 
each chapter and proposes guiding questions.

5.1. Dialogue Circles as a Pathway for 
Exploring ‘Finding Our Way’

The dialogue circle method is an inclusive approach to 
exploring important topics. The following description 
of dialogue circles was adapted from the resource guide 
GHYHORSHG�E\�(YHU\GD\�'HPRFUDF\��HQWLWOHG�$�JXLGH�IRU�
WUDLQLQJ�SXEOLF�GLDORJXH�IDFLOLWDWRUV (2008).
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In a dialogue circle, all participants have an equal 
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ��$OWKRXJK�
GLDORJXH�FLUFOHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�VXSSRUWHG�E\�PDWHULDO�RI�VRPH�
W\SH�VXFK�DV�D�¿OP��DUWLFOH�RU�UHSRUW��WKH�GLDORJXH�LV�PRVWO\�
HQULFKHG�E\�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV��
In general, dialogue circles involve several meetings of 
approximately two hours each.

Dialogue circle participants set their own ground rules 
with a view to fostering a climate of mutual respect and 
VKDUHG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

An impartial facilitator leads dialogue circles and works 
ZLWK�WKH�JURXS�WR�HQVXUH�HYHU\RQH�LV�DEOH�WR�FRQWULEXWH�
their thoughts and feelings to the process, and encourages 
the group to stay true to the guidelines it has set for itself.

One way of organizing dialogue circles is a ‘round 
approach,’ which means that the turn to speak move 
around the circle and provides each person an opportunity 
to speak or to pass to the next person in the circle. This 
ZD\�RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�D�GLDORJXH�FLUFOH�LV�XVHIXO�EHFDXVH�LW�
ensures that everyone has a voice.
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How does a dialogue circle happen?

Here are some sample ideas for ground rules:

D���6HHN�¿UVW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��WKHQ�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�
E�� �6KDUH�DLU�WLPH�
F��� ,I�\RX�DUH�RIIHQGHG�RU�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��VD\�VR��DQG
 say why;
G�� �,W¶V�2.�WR�GLVDJUHH��EXW�GRQ¶W�SHUVRQDOL]H�LW���VWLFN
 to the issue;
e.  No name-calling or stereotyping;
f.  Speak for yourself, not for others;
g.  One person speaks at a time;
h.  Personal stories stay in the group, unless we all
 agree that we can share them.

Engaging questions and generating discussion:

In general, dialogue circles contain two types of processes. 
First, dialogue circles should focus on conversations 
that explore topics and facilitate the sharing of ideas and 
feelings. Second, dialogue circles should include a process 
RI�GHOLEHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�PLJKW�LQYROYH�DVVHVVLQJ�SURV�DQG�
cons of options and an activity to select those options for 
action that are most aligned with the collective will of the 
group.

Summarizing and wrap-up:

7KH�¿QDO�VWHS�LQ�D�GLDORJXH�FLUFOH�PLJKW�LQYROYH�WKH�
facilitator providing a review of the key ideas discussed
E\�WKH�JURXS�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�VXPPDU\�RI�DQ\�DFWLRQV�WKDW�
WKH�JURXS�GHFLGHG�RQ��5HÀHFWLYH�TXHVWLRQV�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�
SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�JURXS�E\�WKH�IDFLOLWDWRU�
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5.2. Chapter Summaries and Questions

7KH�¿OP�)LQGLQJ�2XU�:D\ is divided into three chapters.
%HORZ��EULHI�VXPPDULHV�RI�HDFK�FKDSWHU�DUH�SURYLGHG
and discussion questions are presented.

CHAPTER ONE

In this chapter, ‘The Contagion of Colonisation’, we
OHDUQ�DERXW�1DWLYH�OLIH�EHIRUH�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�(XURSHDQ
VHWWOHUV�DQG�WKHQ��DIWHU�������RI�WKH�V\VWHPDWLF�DWWHPSW�RI�
the Canadian government (in alliance with the churches) 
to destroy Native culture: through the Indian Act, the 
Reserve System of Indian Lands and the Residential 
School system.
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'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

1.  Imagine the place where you feel most at home. 
Imagine that you and your family have lived there for 
generations. Now imagine a group of outsiders arriving 
in your homeland and claiming the land under and 
DURXQG�\RXU�KRPH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FODLP�QR�RQH�LV�OLYLQJ�
WKHUH��3UHWHQG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�IRUFLEO\�PRYHG�WR�D�QHZ�
ODQG�E\�WKHVH�RXWVLGHUV��UHPRYHG�IURP�\RXU�IDPLO\��
dislocated from your friends, and forced to follow a 
IRUHLJQ�ZD\�RI�EHLQJ��+RZ�GRHV�WKLV�PDNH�\RX�IHHO"

����7KH�QDUUDWRU�H[SODLQV�WKDW��³7KH�VHWWOHUV�LPSRVHG�WKUHH�
kinds of control over Native life: the Reserve system 
of Indian lands, the Indian Act and the Residential 
6FKRRO�V\VWHP�´�'LG�\RX�NQRZ�WKLV�DERXW�&DQDGLDQ�
FRORQLDOLVP"�,I�VR��ZKHQ�GLG�\RX�¿UVW�OHDUQ�WKLV�DQG�
KRZ�GLG�LW�PDNH�\RX�IHHO"�,I�QRW��GRHV�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
VXUSULVH�\RX"�:KDW�HOVH�ZRXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�
&DQDGLDQ�FRORQLDOLVP"

3.  Larry Fast states that the Apartheid system in South 
$IULFD�ZDV�LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW��+RZ�GR�
WKH�NLQGV�RI�FRQWURO�LPSRVHG�RQ�1DWLYH�SHRSOH�E\�
government and churches in Canada compare to how 
%ODFN�$IULFDQV�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�E\�LWV�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�
FKXUFKHV"
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 Do you know of other current day or historic examples where 
FRORQLDO�FRQWURO�ZDV�RU�LV�LPSRVHG�RQ�,QGLJHQRXV�SHRSOHV"

4.  Peter John shares his experience with the Residential 
6FKRROV�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZD\��³:KHQ�,�JRW�WKHUH��,�KDG�FXOWXUH�
shock. I started screaming, that’s part of culture shock, when 
\RX�VFUHDP��FU\LQJ�´�+RZ�ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�LI�\RX�ZHUH�WDNHQ�
from your family as a child and put into an institution, forced 
WR�VSHDN�D�GLIIHUHQW�ODQJXDJH��REH\�WKH�UXOHV�RI�SHRSOH�\RX�GLG�
QRW�NQRZ�DQG�VXIIHU�SK\VLFDO�DEXVHV"�'RHV�WKLV�IHHOLQJ�KHOS�
you understand why survivors of Residential Schools express 
SDLQ�ZKHQ�UHFRXQWLQJ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH"�

����0D\RU�%HUQLFH�0DJHH�H[SUHVVHV�D�ZLGHO\�KHOG�EHOLHI�DPRQJ�
ZKLWH�&DQDGLDQV��ZKHQ�VKH�VWDWHV��³7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
for several of these students, of the young children, to go into 
D�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRRO�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�HDW�SURSHUO\��WR�EH�FOHDQ��
WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKHPVHOYHV��KRZ�WR�MXVW�IXQFWLRQ��$QG�WKLV�ZDV�
D�FDSDFLW\�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP�DW�KRPH�´�:KDW�GR�
\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW"�:KHUH�GR�\RX�WKLQN�0D\RU�
%HUQLFH�0DJHH�OHDUQHG�WKLV�EHOLHI"�'R�\RX�NQRZ�DQ\RQH�WKDW�
DOVR�KROGV�WKLV�W\SH�RI�EHOLHI"�+RZ�KDYH�\RX�UHVSRQGHG�WR�
SHRSOH�ZKR�H[SUHVV�WKLV�YLHZ"

6.  Gerry Oleman comments on the typical Canadian response 
WR�WKH�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRROV�E\�VD\LQJ��³7R�VWLOO�KHDU�&DQDGLDQV�
say today, ‘Get over it.’ I say, oh gee. You will never know 
KRZ�LW�IHHOV�WR�EH�PHVVHG�XS�LQ�WKH�PLQG��LQ�WKH�ERG\��LQ�WKH�
spirit, all at once… It’s so easy for you to say, ‘Get over it.’ 
,W¶V�VR�HDV\��LI�\RX�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�WUDXPDWL]HG�DV�D�QDWLRQ�´�,I�
\RX�EHORQJHG�WR�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�VXEMHFW�WR�
cultural genocide similar to what First Nations suffered, how 
ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�LI�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�VRFLHW\�WROG�\RX�
WR�JHW�RYHU�\RXU�SDLQ�DQG�PRYH�RQ"
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����$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�¿UVW�FKDSWHU��DQ�H[FHUSW�LV�SOD\HG�IURP�
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s apology to Native 
peoples for the harm of the Residential Schools. How 
should non-Native Canadians respond to the legacy 
RI�WKH�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRROV"�:KDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�LQ�\RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�WR�DGGUHVV�OHJDFLHV�RI�WKH�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRROV"

����$UH�WKHUH�EXULHG�VWRULHV�DERXW�FRORQLDOLVP�LQ�\RXU�
FRPPXQLW\"�:KDW�UROH�GR�WKHVH�VWRULHV�SOD\�LQ�
IRVWHULQJ�GLVWUXVW�LQ�ORFDO�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�1DWLYH�
DQG�QRQ�1DWLYH�SHRSOHV"�+RZ�FRXOG�WKHVH�VWRULHV�EH�
told and how could their telling support a process of 
truth and reconciliation among Native and non-Native 
SHRSOHV"�:KR�QHHGV�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�VKDULQJ�DQG�
KHDULQJ�RI�WKHVH�VWRULHV"

9.  In addition to dialogue and storytelling, what other 
local actions can improve Native and non-Native 
UHODWLRQV�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\"�:KDW�LV�\RXU�UROH�LQ�
PDNLQJ�WKHVH�DFWLRQV�KDSSHQ"

CHAPTER TWO

The second chapter, ‘High Noon in Burns Lake,’ tells 
RI�WKH�FHQWXU\�ORQJ�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�7V¶LO�.D]�.RK�)LUVW�
Nation (Burns Lake Band) and the Village of Burns Lake, 
D�FRQÀLFW�SULPDULO\�DERXW�H[SURSULDWHG�ODQG��EXW�DOVR�
DERXW�µWKH�WZR�VROLWXGHV�¶�WKH�DSDUWKHLG�WKDW�KDV�VHSDUDWHG�
Native and non-Native people.
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7KH�FKDSWHU�LV�EDVHG�RQ�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�
and non-Native residents of the town of Burns Lake, 
depicting their radically different life experiences and 
H[SHFWDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�HPHUJLQJ�VWUXJJOH�IRU�MXVWLFH�RQ�WKH�
part of the Ts’il Kaz Koh First Nation. We look at some of 
the changes in the past decade, towards partnership and 
UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��DQG�ZKDW�VWLOOV�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�

'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

���� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�&KLHI�5RE�&KDUOLH��ZKDW�ZDV�OLIH�OLNH�
for the Burns Lake Band (Ts’il Kaz Koh First Nation) 
EHIRUH������DQG�KRZ�GLG�WKDW�FKDQJH�RQFH�WKH\�ZHUH�
IRUFHG�WR�OLYH�RQ�D�5HVHUYH"

2.  In what ways did life experiences differ for Native and 
QRQ�1DWLYH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�%XUQV�/DNH��DQG�ZK\"

����:KDW�GRHV�3DXOLQH�PHDQ�ZKHQ�VKH�WDONV�DERXW�³WKH�
SULYLOHJH�,�OLYHG�LQ´"�:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�µZKLWH�SULYLOHJH¶�
PHDQV��DQG�KRZ�GRHV�LW�DIIHFW�\RX"

4.  How long have the Burns Lake Band and the Village of 
%XUQV�/DNH�EHHQ�LQ�FRQÀLFW"�:K\"

����'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�9LOODJH�RI�%XUQV�/DNH�ZDV�MXVWL¿HG�LQ�
VKXWWLQJ�RII�ZDWHU�DQG�VHZHU�VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�5HVHUYH"�
:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"



 DISCUSSION GUIDE: FINDING OUR WAY 29

����+RZ�DQG�ZK\�GLG�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�FDVH�EHJLQ�WR�
FKDQJH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�9LOODJH�DQG�WKH�
%XUQV�/DNH�%DQG"

����:K\�GR�3DXOLQH�DQG�5RE�&KDUOLH�DQG�WKH�0D\RU�SODFH�
VR�PXFK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�\RXWK"

����:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�UROH�RI�YLGHR�DQG�PXVLF�LQ�
EULQJLQJ�DERXW�FRPPXQLW\�FKDQJH"

����:K\�DUH�HIIRUWV�DW�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�
DQG�QRQ�1DWLYH�SHRSOH�VR�GLI¿FXOW"�:KDW�GR�\RX�
think are the ingredients of a strong and healthy 
SDUWQHUVKLS"

CHAPTER THREE

&KDSWHU�7KUHH��µ.HHSLQJ�RXU�KHDGV�DERYH�ZDWHU�¶�UHODWHV�
the tragic story of the eviction in April 1952 of the 
&KHVODWWD�&DUULHU�1DWLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�DQFHVWUDO�ODQGV�E\�WKH�
Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan), in association 
with the government of Canada and the Province of 
%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��7KH�&KHVODWWD�WHOO�WKHLU�RZQ�VWRU\�RI�
pain, struggle, forgiveness, healing and revitalization: and 
their chosen path to economic and social development 
WKURXJK�SDUWQHUVKLS�DQG�MRLQW�YHQWXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�
surrounding non-Native community.
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'LVFXVVLRQ�TXHVWLRQV

1.  Why were the Cheslatta people evicted from their 
YLOODJHV�DURXQG�&KHVODWWD�/DNH"�'R�\RX�NQRZ�DQ\�
RWKHU�VWRULHV�OLNH�WKLV�RQH"�:KDW�PDNHV�WKLV�NLQG�RI�
GLVSRVVHVVLRQ�SRVVLEOH"

����,Q�WKH�HYLFWLRQ�SURFHVV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�
the Kenney dam, were white people treated the same as 
RU�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�&KHVODWWD"�:K\"�:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�
WHOO�\RX�DERXW�SRZHU�LQ�&DQDGD"

3.  If your family was given 10 days to leave their house and 
land and were not allowed to take anything with them, 
ZKHUH�ZRXOG�WKH\�JR��KRZ�ZRXOG�WKH\�VXUYLYH"�:RXOG�LW�
EH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�&KHVODWWD�VWRU\"�:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"

����+RZ�ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�LI�\RXU�IDPLO\¶V�EXULDO�SODFH�ZDV�
ÀRRGHG�RU�GHVHFUDWHG"�:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�GR"�

5.  Why is the Cheslatta story told primarily through the 
YRLFH�RI�0LNH��D�QRQ�1DWLYH�SHUVRQ"�'RHV�WKLV�ERWKHU�
\RX"�+RZ�HOVH�PLJKW�WKH�VWRU\�KDYH�EHHQ�WROG"

����:KDW�ZDV�WKH�.HPDQR����.HPDQR�&RPSOHWLRQ��3URMHFW��
DQG�ZK\�GLG�WKH�%�&��*RYHUQPHQW�HYHQWXDOO\�FDQFHO�LW"

����$IWHU�WKH�GHVFHQW�LQWR�VRFLDO�FKDRV�IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�
HYLFWLRQ�IURP�WKHLU�KRPHODQG��ZKDW�ZDV�LW�WKDW�EURXJKW�
DERXW�WKH�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�&KHVODWWD�SHRSOH�DV�D�
1DWLRQ"

8.  Who were the three partners in the saw mill that 
WKH�&KHVODWWD�EXLOW�DIWHU�WKH\�ZHUH�JUDQWHG�D�WLPEHU�
OLFHQVH"
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9.  Given what had happened to the Cheslatta in 1952, why 
did the Chief want to include the community in the saw 
PLOO��DQG�ZKDW�GLG�KH�PHDQ�E\�µFRPPXQLW\¶"

10.  Why did Cheslatta enter into a partnership with their 
DUFKHQHPLHV��$OFDQ"�:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�WHOO�\RX�DERXW�WKH�
&KHVODWWD�SHRSOH�DQG�WKHLU�OHDGHUVKLS"

11. What is Cheslatta’s attitude towards partnerships and 
MRLQW�YHQWXUHV"�,V�WKHLU�ZD\�RI�GRLQJ�EXVLQHVV�GLIIHUHQW�
IURP�WKDW�RI�PDLQVWUHDP�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�EXVLQHVV"�
:K\�RU�ZK\�QRW"

����:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�NH\�LQJUHGLHQWV�RI�
&KHVODWWD¶V�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�FRPPXQLW\"

����:KDW�FKDOOHQJHV�GR�WKH�&KHVODWWD�VWLOO�IDFH�WRGD\"

����:KDW�KDYH�\RX�OHDUQHG�DERXW�IRUJLYHQHVV�IURP�WKHVH�
WZR�VWRULHV"

����:KDW�KDYH�\RX�OHDUQHG�DERXW�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�VWUXJJOHV�
RI�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�IURP�WKHVH�WZR�VWRULHV"
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6. RESOURCES

Online resources

$VVHPEO\�RI�)LUVW�1DWLRQV

www.afn.ca

$ERULJLQDO�&DQDGD�3RUWDO

ZZZ�DERULJLQDOFDQDGD�JF�FD

%&�$VVHPEO\�RI�)LUVW�1DWLRQV

ZZZ�EFDIQ�FD

BC Treaty Commission

ZZZ�EFWUHDW\�QHW

&DUULHU�6HNDQL�7ULEDO�&RXQFLO

ZZZ�FVWF�EF�FD

Cheslatta Carrier First Nation

www.cheslatta.com/index.html

Department of Justice Canada (Indian Act)

KWWS���ODZV�MXVWLFH�JF�FD�HQ�VKRZGRF�FV�,�������������HQ"SDJH �

5R\DO�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�$ERULJLQDO�3HRSOHV

www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ap/rrc-eng.asp

Ts’il Kaz Koh First Nation

ZZZ�FVWF�EF�FD�FVWF����WVLO�ND]�NRK�¿UVW�QDWLRQ

Union of BC Indian Chiefs

ZZZ�XEFLF�EF�FD

Village of Burns Lake

ZZZ�EXUQVODNH�FD�YLOODJH���KRPH
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada

www.trc.ca

Books and articles

%XUURZV��-RKQ��������³6HYHQ�*HQHUDWLRQV��6HYHQ�7HDFKLQJV��(QGLQJ�

WKH�,QGLDQ�$FW�´�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUH�IRU�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�*RYHUQDQFH, 2008. 

:HE�����$XJ�������

%DUQKDUGW��5��	�.DZDJOH\��$�2��³,QGLJHQRXV�.QRZOHGJH�6\VWHPV�

$ODVND�1DWLYH�ZD\V�RI�NQRZLQJ�´�$QWKURSRORJ\�DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�

4XDUWHUO\���(2005): 36. Print.

Cole, R. 7KH�5HVHWWOHPHQW�RI�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��(VVD\V�RQ�&RORQLDOLVP�

DQG�*HRJUDSKLFDO�&KDQJH��9DQFRXYHU��8%&�3UHVV��������3ULQW�

Harris, C. 0DNLQJ�1DWLYH�6SDFH��&RORQLDOLVP��5HVLVWDQFH�DQG�

5HVHUYHV�LQ�%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2002. Print.

0F,QWRVK��3HJJ\��³:KLWH�3ULYLOHJH��8QSDFNLQJ�WKH�,QYLVLEOH�

.QDSVDFN�´�:HOOHVOH\�&ROOHJH�&HQWHU�IRU�5HVHDUFK�RQ�:RPHQ. 1988. 

Print.

0LOOHU��%UXFH�*UDQYLOOH��³$�6KRUW�&RPPHQWDU\�RQ�/DQG�&ODLPV�LQ�%&�´�

��WK�$QQXDO�1DWLRQDO�/DQG�&ODLPV�:RUNVKRS��2FWREHU�������:HE��

20 Jul. 2010.

Molloy, John S. $�1DWLRQDO�&ULPH��7KH�&DQDGLDQ�*RYHUQPHQW�DQG�

WKH�5HVLGHQWLDO�6FKRRO�6\VWHP�������WR�����. Winnipeg: University of 

0DQLWRED�3UHVV��������3ULQW�

:HOOPDQ��'DYLG�7��3RUWUDLWV�RI�:KLWH�5DFLVP���QG�(G��&DPEULGJH��

&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������3ULQW�

>JUDSKLF�GHVLJQ�DQG�OD\RXW�E\�*LRYDQQL�$WWLOL@
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